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splendid temples and public buildings, were their creation.
Following the lead of Pompey, the new lords of Rome con-
verted the Campus Martius from end to end into a range of
majestic memorial buildings in a setting of parks. By careful
planning, they brought order into the chaotic and haphazard
growth of the ancient city, and carried out a series of systema-
tic measures in order to make it, in point of sanitation
and police control, reasonably well adapted to its million
inhabitants. They controlled and supervised the numerous
aqueducts and the drainage ; to protect the city from floods,
they straightened the banks of the Tiber and built a stone
embankment; they provided for the scavenging of the streets
and maintained order in the streets and public places ; they
arranged for the regular and abundant supply of food, and
financed and regulated the gratuitous distributions of corn
which had become a standing institution. And lastly, the
emperors were careful that the people should have a sufficient
supply of amusements, and sufficient buildings—bathing
establishments which were also clubs—in which to spend their
leisure time. All such business the emperors performed
through delegates of various ranks—senators, or knights, or
freedmen.
The subject in which the imperial government showed
least interest was popular education. Just as in America
now, the people themselves had to attend to the instruction
• and education of their children. And it must be admitted
that the towns, even more in the East than in the West, did
a good deal in this respect. All the towns of the empire
possessed gymnasiums and palaestras in which the young
received mental and physical training. Public libraries,
equipped with a sufficient supply of books, were common.
The forums, temples, and other public buildings were museums
of sculpture and painting. Games and competitions kept up
an interest in athletics, music, and dancing. It is true that
all these advantages were confined to the towns and the
children of the higher classes ; the municipal authorities paid
scant attention to the villages and the children of the poor.
For the education of youth the emperors did little. At Rome
they maintained a number of libraries; they supported
the library and museum at Alexandria ; and they patronized
a few men of eminence in science, literature, or art, who
were personally dependent on them. But in general they held

